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occurred if universal suffrage had been established at
any one of them. Universal suffrage, which to-day
excludes Free Trade from the United States, would
certainly have prohibited the spinning-jenny and the
power-loom. It would certainly have forbidden the
threshing-machine. It would have prevented the
adoption of the Gregorian Calendar; and it would
have restored the Stuarts. It would have proscribed
the Eoman Catholics with the mob which burned
Lord Mansfield's house and library in 1780, and it
would have proscribed the Dissenters with the mob
which burned Dr. Priestley's house and library in
1791.

There are possibly many persons who, without
denying these conclusions in the past, tacitly assume
that no such mistakes will be committed in the future,
because the community is already too enlightened for
them, and will become more enlightened through
popular education. But without questioning the ad-
vantages of popular education under certain aspects,
its manifest tendency is to diffuse popular common-
places, to fasten them on the mind at the time when
it is most easily impressed, and thus to stereotype
average opinion. It is of course possible that uni-
versal suffrage would not now force on governments
the same legislation which it would infallibly have
dictated a hundred years ago ; but then we are
necessarily ignorant what germs of social and material